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MIKE WEDO, DOT’S LETTERMAN 


High schools, prep schools, colleges and uni- 
versities have lettermen. The Department, too, has 
its letterman. He is Mike Wedo, Maintenance Man 1. 

Mike’s job is to make die-cut letters for more 
than half of the signs made by the Sign Shop. The 
letters range in size from 2’’ to 12” in height and 
are stamped out of reflectorized material in yellow, 
red, gold, green, orange, silver, blue and black. 

Mike, who has been making signs for the Depart- 
ment since 1938 and die-cut letters since 1967, 
uses steel dies of upper and lower case letters, 
punctuation marks, and various shaped arrows to- 
gether with stamping equipment (pictured) to help 
make the signs. 

After Mike receives the sign order, he die-cuts 
the letters according to specifications, gives them 
to the layout man who properly places the letters 
on the sign. The lettered sign is placed in the 
‘‘vacuum applicator’ that hot presses or bonds the 
letters to the reflectorized background material of 
the sign. Finished signs are then shipped to Dis- 
tricts for proper distribution and erection. 


ee 


Mike Wedo prepares to stamp out an 8” letter by placing 
a steel die on the colored reflectorized material on the table 
of the stamping machine. With his left hand, he will move 
the stamper to the right and over the letter, then actuate the 
mechanism to stamp out the letter. 


STATE’S 1972 MAP IS OFF THE PRESS 


The State’s 1972 official map and guide, created 
in full color by the Division of Planning, is off the 


press and available for distribution through the Office 
of Information Services. 


SCHOOL’S OUT FOR FIVE 


School is out for five Department employees of Re- 
gion 1 who recently completed the Department's five- 
year evening Civil Technology Program at the Warren 
County Vocational-Technical School. The graduates 
are James Dieda, William Olsyn, James Rush, William 
Rush and John Russack Jr. 

The Department initiated the program in co-opera- 
tion with the Warren County School in Washington, 
N. J., to offer employees the opportunity to qualify for 
entrance-level professional engineering positions. The 
objective of the Program is to create a pool of talent 
from which the Department can select professional en- 
gineering manpower to help with the planning, design- 
ing, construction and maintenance of the State’s trans- 
portation network. 


DEPARTMENT RECEIVES TWO AWARDS 


The New Jersey Chapter of Illuminating Engineer- 
ing has awarded the Society’s top “‘Lumen’’ award to 
the Department for its ‘‘towers of light’’, designed by 
Engineers John J. Hayes and Gerald Kerwin. 

The new lighting system, using 100-foot-high towers 
to provide a panoramic view of the entire interchange 
at Routes 21-3 in Clinton, is considered the most sig- 
nificant advancement in area lighting in New Jersey 
during 1970-71. 

In another présentation, the Associated General 
Contractors of New Jersey awarded a plaque to Com- 
missioner Kohl in recognition of distinguished leader- 
ship as New Jersey’s Commissioner of Transportation, 
and for his professional cooperation. 


DRAFTSMAN’S ROLE IMPORTANT IN BUILDING 
ROADS, BRIDGES, STRUCTURES 


In virtually everything seen around your office or 
your home, the draftsman has played an important role 
in its construction. His role is an important one also 
in building roads, bridges, structures and equipment. 

In the Department, where thousands of drawings are 
produced yearly, says Joseph R. Malone Jr., Head 
Draftsman with Bridge Design, approximately 82 drafts- 
men are involved in the production of charts, graphs, 
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diagrams, maps, as well as technical topographic and 
isometric drawings, and technical sketches. 

Engineering or mechanical drawing, states Malone, 
is a descriptive graphical language that permits no 
errors, and is a technique of expression between the 
designer and the builder. By a logical system of re- 
lated views, he points out, intricate and complicated 
shapes are clearly shown; exact detailed sizes are 
given without ambiguity; roads, bridges and structures 
are identified for construction and are located in their 
functional positions. In addition, descriptive notes and 
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Jim Mileski, Senior Draftsman with Planning, is working 
on the creation of a new 36”" x 73°" County road map. Other 
drafting work Jim does involves charts, graphs and map color 
coding. He has been with the Department 2% years and is 
attending Mercer County Community College, where he is 
studing drafting and technical design. 
specifications give materials, finishes and directions 
for building. Thus, as the foundation upon which all 
designing and subsequent construction are based, me- 
chanical drawing becomes, with the possible excep- 
tion of mathematics, the most important single phase 
of study in technical training. 

Every engineering student must know how to make 
and low to read mechanical drawings. Graduate engi- 
neers, however, who may never have to make drawings, 
must be able to interpret them and know whether or not 
a drawing is correct. The drafting room is often the 
gateway into the engineering field. 


STAY ALERT AND YOU WON’T HURT 


FIDUCCIA MAKING GOOD RECOVERY 


Maintenance Foreman Dominic Fiduccia and his 
Crew 213 of Lodi, Region Il, were on a ‘‘snow and ice 
control’’ assignment Saturday, February 19. During the 
snowstorm Dominic saw a motorist stranded on the 
Passaic River bridge and went to her aid. 

While giving assistance, Dominic was struck by an- 
other vehicle, sustained multiple injuries and was taken 
to St. Joseph Hospital in Paterson where he was in sur- 
gery for more than seven hours. The accident resulted 
in a serious physical disability. 

In spite of the seriousness of his injuries, Dominic's 
spirits were high. He called his office from the hospital 
to inquire about his crew and to tell them he was ‘‘do- 
ing fine.’’ 

Since then he has progressed well and has been 
transferred from the hospital to the Kessler Institute for 
Rehabilitation, 1199 Pleasant Valley Way, West Orange, 
N. J. 07052. 

Visits and cards by Department employees have been 
excellent therapy for Dominic, who has always been re- 


garded highly by his fellow employees throughout the 
Department. 


DINNER HELD FOR ANNA ALLEN: THIRTEEN 
OTHERS RETIRE 


A retirement dinner was recently held for Anna 
Allen, Matron with Central Services, for her 22 years 
of service with the Department. The affair was held 
at Landwehr’s and attended by many of her friends and 
relatives. 

Thirteen other Department employees who recently 
retired with from 3 to 13 years are: Fred Knight, Truck 
Driver (43 years), William H. Brown, Highway Truck 
Driver (35 years) and Anthony D. Swozzo, Maintenance 
Man | (34 years), all with Maintenance; Lester Ayres , 
Bridge Operator I] with Transportation Operations (25 
years); Alexander Izzo, Maintenance Man || (22 years), 
Harry D. Winters, Maintenance Man II (18 years), William 
J. Ledger, Maintenance Man || (17 years), Carmine Res- 
tuccia, Highway Truck Driver (14 years) and Peter New- 
allis, Maintenance Man II, all with Maintenance; William 
S. Fairhurst, Senior Highway Engineer with Construc- 
tion (8 years); Harold W. Nelson, Highway Inspector 


with Maintenance (6 years); Earl C. Kirby, Engineering 
Aide | with iMaterials (4 years) and harold Egbert, Nego- 
tiator with Right-of-Way (3 years). 


| Happy Notes 


Mrs. John Schneider has announced the engagement 
of her daughter, Miss Mary Ann Schneider, Clerk Steno- 
grapher with Right-of-Way, to John R. Deamer. Plans 
include an August wedding in the Incarnation Roman 


Catholic Church. 


Barbara Ann Karaffa, daughter of Peter Karaffa, E- 
lectrical Mechanic | with Traffic Engineering, won the 


title of ‘‘Teene Greater Trenton Hemisphere’’ and will 
represent area girls in the national ‘‘Teene Hemis- 
phere’’ contest this September in Wildwood. Barbara, 
16, is a junior at Hamilton High School. 


Robert Allen Henson, Mechanic Helper with Con- 
struction and Maintenance, and his wife are the proud 
parents of a new son, William Thomas Henson, born 


recently in Burlington County Memorial Hospital, Mount 
Holly, 


The betrothal of Miss Jo Ann Di Pasquale, Clerk 
Stenographer with Traffic Engineering, to Frederick 
John Francione has been announced by the bride elect’s 
parents Mr. and Mrs George Di Pasquale. An October 
wedding is planned at St. Raphael’s Roman Catholic 
Church. 


The wedding of Miss Joyce A. Havran and Robert 
C. Gaiser, Draftsman with Design, took place recently 
in the Immaculate Conception Roman Catholic Church. 
The Rev. Walter Duffy and the Rev. Allan R. Winn of 
the Covenant Presbyterian Church performed the cere- 
mony. The couple honeymooned in New England and 


Canada. 


Carl Williams, Mechanic with Construction and Main- 
tenance, and his wife vacationed in Florida for a month 
by motoring to Lorton, Va. where they boarded a train 
for Sandord, Fla. They visited Disney World and Boyton 
Beach, Fla. 


Mr. and Mrs. Samuel D’Aiupo have announced the en- 
gagement of their daughter, Miss Paulette D’Aiupo, to 
Daniel Pivano, Maintenance Man ] with Maintenance. 
Also, Daniel Pivano recently attended the installa- 
tion ceremony of his father, Gus Pivano, who was e- 


lected Exalted Ruler of the Union City Elk Lodge 1375. 


CHECK WITH YOUR TRAINING COORDINATOR 
FOR TRAINING QUESTIONS & REQUESTS 


Personnel’s Training Section has announced that all 
Department employee training program questions and re- 
quests should be directed to the appropriate Division 
or Bureau training coordinator. They are: James Varan- 
yak: Aeronautics; Paul Shidlowski: Construction and 
Maintenance; Anthony Russo: Maintenance; Al Ari: 
Plant and Project Inspection; Richard Hobson: Con- 
struction Practice and Compliance; Ernest Wokoun: 
Quality Control; Dominic Tassone: Equipment; Frank 
Chiarello: Design; Don Chiacchio: Central Services; 
Gordon Malick: Data Processing; William Lane: I|ndus- 
trial Engineering; Ray Risoldi: Personnel Services; 
Helen J. Maver: Fiscal Management; Al Nardelli: Legal; 
Jack Gartland: Office of Information Services; Edward 
Gilman: Commuter Operations; Ralph DelloMargio: 
Right-of-Way; W. E. Beckner: State Highway Engineer’s 
Office; Gordon Rusch: Comprehensive Transportation 
Planning; Nick R. Spair: Economic and Environmental 


Analysis; John T. Dempster Jr.: Research and Develop- 
ment; George Thomas: Transportation Systems Plan- 
ning; William Salb: Transportation Operations and Local 
Aid; Ralph Stelljes: Region |; William Kirchner: Region 
Il; James Schuyler: Region ||| and Joseph Cunningham: 
Region IV. 


Robert F. Dethier, Engineering Aide with Design, Region 
-|, is running a drawing of a Combined Earthwork Summary 
(part of the project estimate) through a blueprint reproducing 
machine to make copies of it for proper distribution. 
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Q. Is there an office in the Department where | can 
seek retirement information without going through my 
supervisor? 


A. Yes. The Bureau of Health and Employee Services 
Retirement Counselor will answer any questions con- 
fidentially on retirement planning. You can contact the 
Retirement Counselor by calling 609-292-3180 collect 
or by dropping a note. At your request, any correspon- 
dence will be sent directly to your home. 


COVER 


Roy Hurle, Electrical Foreman (left) and George 
DeStefano, Electrical Mechanic | with the Electri- 
cal Bureau in Region II, check a solid state traf- 


fic controller with new testing equipment they de- 
signed and built. 


The unit, to test all components in the traffic 
controller, spots defective parts immediately. This 
feature, which is not included in more expensive 
commercial testing equipment, helps reduce the 
time required to repair the traffic controller. 


